the outsider, to be formal and remote rather than vital and immediate, and a scanty paragraph here and there is the sum of the recognition they receive from the press. To the initiated, on the other hand, the Council is known to carry considerable responsibilities and to stand on watch over matters of large concern to the public interest. But, let it be admitted, these duties have a technical quality that can hardly engage popular concern.
Were they neglected troubles of various kinds would become manifest. But their performance is of the silent sort, and its effects occur in the shape of benefits that are taken as natural and proper in the life of the community.
Hence, whilst failure would cause complaint, the discharge of the task does not excite gratitude, and, indeed, hardly receives attention.
So much for normal times in the national life.
The Claims of the Army.
Unfortunately the times are not normal, and while all ranks and classes and professions feel the strain and disturbance of the war these have had a special incidence on the medical profession, and their influence is an increasing quantity. At 
